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HOUSE BI LL 1924

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Hunt and Condotta

Read first time 02/01/2007. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to deficiency claimlimts for inpoundnment services
provi ded by registered tow truck operators; and anmendi ng RCW 46. 55. 140.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW46.55.140 and 1995 ¢ 360 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A registered tow truck operator who has a valid and signed
i npoundnent authorization has a lien upon the inpounded vehicle for
services provided in the tow ng and storage of the vehicle, unless the
i npoundnent is determned to have been invalid. The lien does not
apply to personal property in or upon the vehicle that is not
permanently attached to or is not an integral part of the vehicle
except for itens of personal property registered or titled with the
departnment. The registered tow truck operator also has a deficiency
cl ai m agai nst the regi stered owner of the vehicle for services provided
in the towng and storage of the vehicle not to exceed the sum of
((Hve—-hundred)) one thousand dollars after deduction of the anmount bid
at auction, and for vehicles of over ten thousand pounds gross vehicle
wei ght, the operator has a deficiency claimof ((ene)) five thousand
dollars after deduction of the anmount bid at auction, unless the
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i mpound is determned to be invalid. The limtation on tow ng and
storage deficiency clains does not apply to an inpound directed by a
| aw enforcenent officer. In no case may the cost of the auction or a
buyer's fee be added to the amount charged for the vehicle at the
auction, the vehicle's lien, or the overage due. A registered owner
who has conpleted and filed with the departnment the seller's report as
provided for by RCW 46.12.101 and has tinely and properly filed the
seller's report is relieved of liability under this section. The
person nanmed as the new owner of the vehicle on the tinely and properly
filed seller's report shall assune liability under this section.

(2) Any person who tows, renoves, or otherw se disturbs any vehicle
parked, stalled, or otherwse left on privately owned or controlled
property, and any person owning or controlling the private property, or
either of them are liable to the owner or operator of a vehicle, or
each of them for consequential and incidental danmages arising from any
interference wwth the ownership or use of the vehicle which does not
conply with the requirenents of this chapter.

--- END ---
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